
Watershed
Investment
Tool

E
X
P
E
C
T
E
D

 O
U
T
C
O
M

E
S

Fuels Reduction
and Forest Restoration

Active Crown Fire
Reduced

136

8

acres

acres

Conditional
Reduction in Erosion
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STAGE ROUTE
ELK MOUNTAIN RANCH
FOREST HEALTH PROJECT

Location:

The Stage Route
Elk Mountain
Ranch Forest
Health Project is
located at the
top of Waltonia
Road and Quillan
Gulch Road
within the Big
Thompson
Watershed.

This 136 acre project will enhance overall forest
health, reduce wildfire severity, improve

understory biodiversity to support wildlife habitat

and grazing, and limit the spread of insect and

disease, including mistletoe and pine beetle.
Treatment areas consist primarily of lodgepole
pine, ponderosa pine, aspen, and mixed conifer
forest types, with some shrubland in the upper
right unit. All units have moderate slopes,
generally less than 20%. While the project does
not directly build on existing treatments, it lies
adjacent to active Pole Hill restoration efforts,
offering potential synergy with nearby work.

Implementing Agency:

Larimer Conservation District

Funding Agencies:

Peaks to People/TNC, NRCS (EQIP),
Peaks to People/CSFS (FRWRM),
Northern Water

Funding Year:

2025

Treatment Type:

Mechanical Thinning

Watershed:

Big Thompson

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Homes Within Influence
Zone (within 1km of
Treatments)

19 homes

Conditional Reduction in
Sediment Delivered To
STreams

91
metric
tons

Map of project location relative to modeled

wildfire risk to communal water supplies in the

Cache la Poudre and Big Thompson

Watersheds.

Ordered rank* of
planned treatment units
based on Benefit Cost
Ratio

67

*The Watershed Investment

Tool (WIT) was used to

compare the water supply

risk mitigation benefits of

the Stage Route treatment

units to all planned forest

management activites

compiled across agencies.

The Benefit-Cost Ratio is

calculated as the expected

risk reduction over the

expected treatment cost.



The Stage Route property falls within the Big
Thompson Initiative landscape in the Big
Thompson Watershed. These units drain into the
Big Thompson Watershed and could influence
the following drinking water infrastructure -
Barnes Ditch, Dille Tunnel, George Rist Ditch,
Loveland Greeley Canal, and the Loveland
Pipeline - which is valued by the Cities of
Loveland and Greeley as well as Northern
Water. The properties fall within an area with
low to moderate risk to water supplies. 
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CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE
AND SUPPORT OUR WORK:

www.peakstopeople.org

970-829-0020

info@peakstopeople.org

Peaks to People
/TNC $5,000

NRCS (EQIP)
$340,000

After

Detailed site map showing the proposed
project boundary in green, with land

ownership depicted with shading.

Peaks to
People/
CSFS
(FRWRM)
$239,054 CO DNR

(COSWAP)
$200,237

Northern Water
$26,877
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